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ONCE AGAIN TYRES are the subject of our attention, and for this issue it''s tyre selection! [image: image1.jpg]



The photos are of tyres from different riders (with somewhat different riding styles, I might add!) and different compounds. The purpose of looking at them is to illustrate the difference that your compound choice has on wear. 

The tyre with the canvas showing (please note that it is not recommended to run down to this condition, regardless of how much money you think you might be saving!) is a softer compound item, the Bridgestone Battlax. BT57. This is a street compound for sport bikes and is Z-rated. (Over 240kmph). 

The tyre life is between 8000 and 1000km. The other one is a BT54. A touring tyre, but has a sporty ride with a possible 20,000km plus for a more careful rider. The one in the photo is off an RT1100 owned by Ken Stoole. He covered 21,950km and in a pinch I would say he could have achieved a further 1,500km. Ken uses his bike on a daily basis and has done three long inland trips, with a pillion passenger, and he checks his tyre pressures regularly. 
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It''s not a problem to corner near the limits on the touring tyres, but you need to warm them up a little more before you start to push them. Obviously they won''t offer you the same degree of grip under extreme cornering, and they can be more easily provoked into a slide. 

Remember, fit tyres of the same compound back and front, and never mix radials and cross-ply tyres. Check your owner''s manual for recommended tyre pressure only when cold. Remember that you need to adjust the tyre pressure upwards for continuous high speed running, or if you plan on carrying a heavier load, such as a passenger or a full complement of touring gear. Never run past wear indicators on the tyre, let alone allowing the canvas to show through! 

On the newer bikes the tyre valves are easily accessible, but on some of the older models they can be quite awkward to get at. This makes regular tyre pressure checking a bit of a chore. For these bikes you can fit an L-shaped ''elbow'' which attaches to the protruding valve stem. Since they simply screw on in place of the valve caps, they can be transferred from one set of wheels to another. A worthwhile investment from any motor accessory shop. 

Carry your own tyre pressure gauge to check your bike''s tyres and don''t rely on those in garage forecourts. Some of them are notoriously inaccurate. 

That''s all for now, Safe Riding! 

Tommy 



