· Question: I recently purchased a new R1150GS - with ABS. For the last 20 years I have only owned various makes of cruisers, which are, as you know, heavy machines and only driven on tar. The GS handles like a 50 cc compared to these brutes. A total new experience for me!! We will within the next 3 weeks leave on a long trip, which includes a lot of gravel. (1) I cannot attend an offroad school and urgently need the top 10 basic tips how to handle and stay in the seat on gravel. These fellows travel at speeds of up to 180 km/h on our roads and I would like to stay with them. Some say no ABS?? I am not a person that scares easily. (2) If a fall is unavoidable - what should one do with regard to issues like your arms, legs, bike etc.? Could you please elaborate on both gravel and tar, as I have never needed to put any into practice and have thus forgotten most of these basic skills? PLEASSSSEEEE HELP!!!! 

- Rolly De Klerk (allcargo@cic.com.na) 

· My experience is that the 1150GS is extremely versatile and predictable on gravel roads. High speeds are not a problem. The suspension, I believe, is the single most important factor for this. The bike itself remains a very stable platform while the wheels and suspension works "downstairs" without you even knowing about it (just watch the way the suspension works when you're travelling on gravel at higher speeds). 

The bike's fine balance also adds to it's stability. This may sounds strange, but I find the bike's weight actually a comforting factor on dirt roads - almost as if you can allow it to "do its own thing" with its own momentum, without the rider having to steer and fight the bike. 

Here is my try at a few tips: 

· When in doubt, go faster! (The bike is very strong and its power and weight can do much more for you at higher speeds. Maintaining momentum is what it's about.) 

· Unless you want to do controlled slides in corners, keep the ABS on. (ABS have saved me on many occasions where I would have slipped when braking on loose gravel.) 

· Be careful of sand. The bike is heavy. 

· Sometimes you might want a lower first gear. Be ready to slip the clutch a bit under these circumstances. 

· Do not fight the bike. Allow its momentum to "do its own thing". 

· Do not grip the handlebar too tightly. Keep your arms and elbows relaxed. 

· Make sure that you can get unleaded petrol where you're riding. 

· Drink enough (non-alcoholic) liquids. Dehydration happens easily. 

· Rest if you do get tired. 

Enjoy an amazing bike! 

- Johan du Preez 

